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‘Local native wildflower’ or simply ‘local native’ convey the key idea. 
But is it too clumsy or ill-defined? What be�er term could be used? 

Is a lawn with wildflowers in addition to grass a�ractive or ugly? Is 
it a sign of a lazy person or someone who is encouraging nature? 
Is it something to enjoy and celebrate or to criticise? It is certainly 
easier, cheaper and probably safer to enjoy the existing wildflowers 
in a lawn than to go to the cost and trouble of removing them  
with herbicides, and especially to pay a ‘lawn care’ company to do 
it for you.

Long grass is probably not suitable for most domestic gardens, 
unless the lawn is large. But it is an option for roadsides and parks, 
as the example of the Saltdean Oval showed. One challenge with 
long grass is that it can give the impression that the landowner or 
council is not managing the area properly. One way round this is to 
mow paths to ‘frame’ the long grass areas to show that it is being 
managed and to ease access. 

Education, in the broadest sense, might help to increase public 
appreciation of local native wildflowers. This could be via almost 
any method, whether formal or informal, and to any age group, 
including school pupils. Educating the public to appreciate 
local native wildflowers has every chance of success. Many 
people probably do not realise that there already are wildflowers 
everywhere, and this would be a good place to start. They do not 
have to be expensively planted using commercial seeds (probably 
sourced from other countries or even of non-native species) 
a�er preparing the soil. The study at the Saltdean Oval showed 
that encouraging the local native wildflowers already present 
was simple and popular. No planting was needed, and the only 
management was simply mowing less o�en. 

Many underappreciated local native wildflowers already have signs 
of appreciation beyond their value as nectar and pollen sources to 
bees and other insects. Blackberries are probably the most widely 
eaten of all wild foods in Britain. Ivy is liked because it is evergreen. 
It is also a girl’s name which shows the high esteem it is held in. 
Spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare), one of the injurious weeds, is the 
national flower of Scotland. Ragwort was eulogised by English poet 
John Clare (1793-1864) in his poem The Ragwort: “Ragwort, thou 
humble flower with ta�ered leaves/I love to see thee come and 
li�er gold …”. Many of the local native wildfowers that will grow in 
lawns are beautiful individually and can even result in spectacular 
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