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Possible avenues for research

It was agreed by all that the research goals of the network need to be established. AM suggested a
history of plants transfers and fruits, such as Mango. Other projects that could be linked up with the
Victoria and Albert Museum include a history of cotton. The Wellcome Trust could be approached for
funding. VD also suggested a history of the elephant.

DK suggested that it would be hard to find the documentation for private transfer, however AM
noted the existence of local business archives such as in Hackney. Information on archives is
contained within the Gavin Brigson guide to Natural History Sources in the UK, although it is around
30 years old now. PB mentioned that Nalini Prasad had used this material, but that now a new lead
curator was being appointed. It was agreed that this person should be involved in the network. DK
mentioned the Royal Agricultural Society in Seven Sisters. JA Voelker also visited India in 1892 to give
a report on agriculture. When he died he had established a seed company called Voelker Seed
Company, which is in London and will probably have an archive.

AM suggested it would be useful to put existing information onto the CWEH website. VD mentioned
that a meeting between VD, GA and the CWEH web coordinator was being planned. Dhir Saranji is
going to undertake a survey of Jesuit materials and this will also be placed on the website.

Network aims

The aims of the network were finally discussed. VD stated that our intention is to highlight under-
utilised materials. PB also mentioned improved cataloguing, digitisation and interaction with users of
the materials. AM and PB mentioned the importance of allowing curators of smaller archives
internationally (for example the Manipur archive) to approach the network. DK mentioned that a key
aim was to create decentralised archives.

Finally PB mentioned that UKIRA UK Information Resources on Asia. This is a 10-year old project that
could be a template for what is occurring now. Botany is not listed on there at the moment within the
IOR.



